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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRISONERS IN BOLIVIA 

1 . LA PAZ MORNING NEWSPAPERS, MARCH 24, ANNOUNCE IRREVOCABLE 
RESIGNATION SUB-SECRETARY OF JUSTICE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR, DR. GASTON LEDESMA. IT IS WIDELY RUMORED THAT 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR, GENERAL PEREDA, HAD LONG WISHED TO 
REPLACE LEDESMA BECAUSE OF LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN HIS HANDLING 
OF SEVERAL MATTERS, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS THE AMERICAN 
PRISONERS SITUATION. THERE ARE REPORTS THAT THE MINISTER 

MAY DESIGNATE FISCAL SIMBRON AS NEW SUB-SECRETARY. SIMBRON 
IS TOUGH ENFORCEMENT MINDED ATTORNEY WHO, HOWEVER, IS 
GENERALLY BELIEVED TO BE MORE COMPETENT AND IS CLEARLY 
MORE DYNAMIC THAN LEDESMA. RECENT INTERVIEW WITH SIMBRON 
BY COUNSELLOR BEAL SEEMED TO INDICATE UNDERSTANDING OF 
PRISONERS ISSUE AND A RELATIVELY HIGH DEGREE OF INTEREST 
IN RESOLVING PROBLEMS. 

2. MORNING PRESS MARCH 24 ALSO CARRIES REPORT OF 
RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT OF LA PAZ SUPERIOR COURT BUT 
THAT COURT ITSELF VOTED TO REJECT RESIGNATION. WE HAVE 
BEEN TOLD THAT SUPERIOR COURT PRESIDENT IS ANOTHER HARD- 
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LINER ON ENFORCEMENT MATTERS. REASONS FOR HIS SUBMITTING 
RESIGNATION NOT YET CLEAR. 

3. WE EXPECT TO SEE MANY SENIOR GOB OFFICIALS RELATED 

TO LEGAL AND POLICE MATTERS AT LUNCHEON MARCH 24 AND WILL 
REPORT LATER TODAY ANY FURTHER INFORMATION. 

STEDMAN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAPAZ02174 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770101-0313 
Format: TEL 
From: LA PAZ 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770327/aaaaaxel.tel 

Line Count: 62 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9ca0f0b2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3011213 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AMERICAN PRISONERS IN BOLIVIA 
TAGS: CASC, PGOV, BL, (LEDESMA, GASTON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9ca0f0b2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



